
Welcome to North Park Primary School 
“Achieving and growing, together in friendship.” 

 

“Pupils love their school. They are happy, safe and behave well. Parents 

support their views. They hold the staff in high esteem for the care they 

provide for their children.” OFSTED 2014 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to you all, and trust 

that you and your family will enjoy a long and happy association with our happy 

school.  

 

We are very proud of the successes of our school - the good relationships we have 

with families and friends within the community, and of the governors, staff and 

children who work hard to make our school a happy place where we can learn 

together in friendship. 

 

The education and welfare of your child is of paramount importance to us, as of 

course it is to you. Co-operation and close relations between home and school are 

vital if every child is to fulfil their potential during the time they spend with us. We are 

proud of the good relationships we have with parents, and our high expectations for 

behaviour and achievement. We work hard to maintain this and to continually 

improve wherever we can. 

 

Our school provides a vibrant and stimulating environment and the whole school 

team work hard to ensure an exciting and enjoyable curriculum, with a wide range of 

learning experiences is available for all children. We find that our pupils settle into 

school very quickly and are very happy; children work well together and soon find 

their feet, growing in confidence and ability.  We strive hard to ensure that transition 

into our school and between year groups is as smooth as possible.    

 

We trust that you will find the information in this booklet useful, and hope that it allays 

any anxieties you or your child may feel as you join our happy school community. Of 

course, if you have any concerns or further queries, please contact us - the sooner 

we are aware of any problem the easier it is for us to deal with it.   

 

We look forward to your support and to meeting you on many occasions over the 

coming years.  

 

Mrs Patricia Monk  

Headteacher  
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CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Visits from prospective parents and pupils are welcomed and encouraged at all 

times. Please contact school to make an appointment.  

 

North Park Primary School 

Bessemer Green 

Spennymoor 

Co. Durham 

DL16 6PP 

 

Tel: 01388 815943 

Fax: 01388 815260  

E. Mail – northpark@durhamlearning.net 

Website: www.northpark.durham.sch.uk 

 

Margaret Whellans 

Corporate Director of Children and Young People’s Services 

County Hall 

Durham 

DH1 5UJ 

Tel: 0191 3833000 

 

GOVERNORS  

Chair   Cllr N Foster        Chair of Governors 

                                     Local Authority 

                           Rev J Livesley Community Governor 

   Mrs. W Minhinnett Community Governor 

Mrs E Spooner Community Governor 

Mrs P Warren           Community Governor 

Mrs H Hill                  Community Governor 

Ms A Aspland Community Governor 

Mrs C Vickery         Parent Governor  

Mrs M Blackett         Parent Governor 

Mrs N Jackson Parent Governor 

Mrs A Sidebottom Staff Governor 

Mrs P Monk  Headteacher Governor 

Mrs V Dowson Associate Governor 

 

The Governing Body meets regularly. They are committed to ensuring the highest 
quality of education and welfare for your child.   If you wish to contact any members 
of the governing body, this can be done via school. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:northpark@durhamlearning.net
http://www.northpark.durham.sch.uk/
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 What is North Park Primary School all about? 

 
“Achieving and growing, together in friendship.” 

 

Mission Statement 

It is our mission to achieve the very best for every child, by working together to 

provide a caring environment, that encourages and nurtures, with an enriched 

education for all.  

 

We wish to promote these core values through all we do in school: 

 

 A love of learning – we want to start pupils off on their lifelong journey of 

learning, developing key skills, knowledge and understanding along the way. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to develop interest, enjoyment and curiosity, to 

explore, discover, question and research; they will be taught key skills in 

communication and mathematics and be expected and encouraged to apply 

these across a broad and balanced curriculum that fosters a love of learning.  

In striving for excellence and enjoyment, pupils are encouraged and expected 

to aim high and develop resilience and determination to tackle new learning 

and challenges, in a supportive and stimulating environment. They will have 

the chance to work collaboratively and cooperatively, as well as developing 

their self-confidence and independence.  

We work hard to provide a rich range of learning experiences in a meaningful 

context. The curriculum provides opportunities for the pupils to develop 

spiritually, morally, socially and culturally and reflects the core British values. 

We collaborate with all our partners and agencies, including the local 

community and support services for the benefit of all our children. 

 Friendship – children will develop their skills of cooperation, friendship and 

trust. We value a caring, helpful approach, with good manners and inclusive 

practices. Children are given opportunities to learn and play collaboratively, to 

support and encourage one another and learn to navigate feelings and 

emotions, whilst being supported to grow and mature. They are expected to 

show consideration for others and to value each other’s contributions, ideas 

and thoughts. 

 Respect – we have a positive, nurturing ethos where each child is valued and 

respected as an individual. We also develop respect for one another and for 

the society on which the children live, locally, nationally and internationally. 

Children are expected to respect each other’s views, wishes and feelings; to 

care for their own, others’ and school property and belongings and to show 

care and consideration. Our Rights Respecting School system underpins this, 

and we view our school as a strong community, in which each child belongs to 

a family as well as to the school as a whole. 

 Responsibility – we encourage children to develop their independence and to 

take on responsibility for their actions – both what they say and do. We 
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encourage all children to make an active contribute towards school life. Pupil 

voice is strong at North Park and pupils take on key roles during their time in 

school; pupils take these responsibilities seriously as they represent school at 

events, youth forums, on school council, as buddies and as monitors. Taking 

responsibility for looking after the community and world in which they live is 

also encouraged and children are regularly involved in local and national 

events within the wider community. Partnerships are encouraged and 

promoted to the benefit of all pupils.  

 Equality – The school is committed to ensuring we celebrate difference and 

promote equality in all we do. Our school welcomes everyone from all walks of 

life. Everyone must welcome and celebrate all others in school. Everyone is 

treated equally regardless of their: 

 Age 
 Disability 
 Gender or gender identity 
 Race or nationality 
 Religion or belief 
 Pregnancy 
 Marriage 
 Sexual orientation. 
Equal opportunities underpin the work done within both the explicit and implicit 
curriculum. Pupils are regularly taught about the diverse society we live in and 
our Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural guidance prepares the pupils to be 
effective citizens in life.  
We hold Investors in Children Award and the Rights Respecting School 
Award, both of which underpin the work we do in school; this is reflected in all 
policies. We are an Educate and Celebrate (LBGT) Good Practice School, and 
hold awards in Anti-Bullying, Healthy Schools and Fair Trade.  

 

Through promoting these core principles we aim to: 

 Help pupils achieve their best and reach their potential  

 Ensure children develop their personal qualities and skills, and a positive 

sense of self 

 Ensure children grow in independence and confidence   

 Promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 Develop a sense of community, within school, within the local area, and on a 

national and international scale 
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What is the school building like? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
North Park Primary School was opened in September 2002 following the 
amalgamation of the Bessemer Park Infant and Nursery Schools and North Road 
Junior School.  We cater for children aged between three and eleven. Further 
building work has been done in 2016 to provide more classroom space and 
additional school places.  
 
At North Park we strive to provide an understanding, caring environment in which 
your child can learn and flourish.  We promote equal opportunities for all children, 
and our aim is for them all to develop to their full potential.  Our dedicated staff will 
work with your child helping them to get the most out of their time with us. 
 
The school provides a safe, vibrant learning environment, with secure access to the 
yard for all children; Nursery and Reception children have a separate entrance.  The 
office is in the main reception area, accessible from the car park.   
 
We have a Foundation unit, catering for pupils in Nursery and Reception class, which 
has lovely outdoor facilities for pupils to access throughout the day. All of our 
classrooms have interactive whiteboards, and we also have a hall for PE and dining, 
a purpose built ICT suite, a fully stocked library area, and additional learning rooms 
for group activities. Pupils have access to a large playground, which has bike storage 
facilities, and we make good use of our school field for PE, outdoor learning, science, 
etc. We have a new wildlife garden and outdoor classroom. Our school is bright and 
inviting and we use the many areas throughout the school for teaching and learning 
purposes.  

 

Who will be teaching my child? 

“Teaching is good. Pupils enjoy learning….Staff understand the emotional and 

welfare needs well and show considerable care for children…Teaching 

assistants are well trained and have good relationships with pupils.” OFSTED 

2014 
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Our warm, welcoming staff are always available should you have any queries. We 

operate an open door policy and you can often catch staff on the yard before and 

after school as they collect and bring children out each day. However, there are times 

when they may be unavailable at short notice, for example when they are busy 

preparing for the working day, or attending meetings etc. In these instances an 

appointment will always be made for you to see staff. 

 

Member of Staff Responsibilities 

Mrs P  Monk Headteacher, Assessment Manager, CPD, 

Timetabling, Resource Manager, Child 

Protection, Educational Visits, PSHCE. SMSC 

Mrs. E Atkinson Deputy Headteacher, Curriculum Manager, 

English, Child Protection, RE, Library 

Mrs N Wood Inclusion Manager (Special Educational 

Needs, Disability, Looked After Children), 

Child Protection, MFL 

Mrs E Spooner Community Manager, Mathematics, PSHCE 

(RRS, Anti-Bullying), Child Protection 

Mrs J Wilcock EYFS Manager , Child Protection, DT 

Mrs J Alderson  Nursery, Art and Design       

Mrs A Eason Nursery, Music 

Mr A Donkin Humanities – History and Geography 

Miss S Dobson PE   

Miss K Bowron Science 

Mr A Logan ICT 

Mrs N Stephen  Miss H Welch 

Mr S Fothergill   Mrs L McDonald 

Miss S Bewick   Mrs S Swindells 

Mrs L Farley   Ms A Richardson 

Mrs L Diaz  Mrs A Sidebottom 

Mrs M Cahill 

Learning Support Assistants 

Mrs V Dowson Administration Manager – Premises, 

Educational Visits, Attendance, Health and 

Safety 

Mr P Waite Specialist music teacher 

 Mr J Norton ICT Technician 

Mrs S. Biglin  Mrs L Stephenson 

Mrs M Cockburn    Mrs R Ward 

Mrs A Brown    Mrs J Snaith 

Lunchtime Supervisors    

Mrs L Priestman Caretaker       

Mrs S Biglin, Mrs N Stephen,  

Mrs Nixon 

Cleaning Staff 

Other staff – Taylor Shaw 

Ms T Lenagh, + staff 

Mrs J Wayman 

 

Catering Staff ( employed by Taylor Shaw) 

Crossing Patrol (employed by Durham CC) 
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How are classes organised? 

The school is organised into a Foundation Unit, for pupils in Nursery and Reception, 

and seven further classes, all with single age groups. 

 

Foundation Unit 

Nursery – Mrs Alderson and Mrs Eason 

Reception – Mrs Wilcock 

 

Class 1 – Year 1 – Mrs Spooner 

Class 2 – Year 2 – Miss Bowron  

Class 3 – Year 3 – Mrs Wood and Mrs Atkinson 

Class 4 – Year 4 – Mr Logan 

Class 5 – Year 5 – Mr Donkin 

Class 6 – Year 6 –  Miss S Dobson 

Additional Teachers –Intervention –Mrs E Atkinson, Mrs J Alderson, Mrs A Eason 

Upper Key Stage 2 Booster (part-time) – Mrs L English 

 

When organising teaching activities, staff group pupils according to the activity they 

are undertaking – children may be grouped with those of similar ability for certain 

activities, or within mixed ability or friendship groups for other activities. Teachers 

plan work to meet children’s abilities at all levels, and Learning Support Assistants 

work across the school supporting learning for different groups of pupils. In addition 

we have teachers who regularly work with groups of children and part of classes for 

periods of time. 

 

There are occasions when your child may have a different teacher for a day or 

session. This is because staff have other responsibilities in school, in addition to their 

teaching duties, which they need to fulfil. Also, staff may be undertaking professional 

training or having non-contact time for preparation, planning and assessment. In 

these instances we make arrangements for our own teachers, Learning Support 

Assistants and Supply Teachers to come into classes to cover work set by the class 

teacher.  Wherever possible we try to ensure the same supply teachers work in 

school on a regular basis, and the children soon become familiar with them.  At all 

times we aim to ensure the highest possible standards of teaching and learning, and 

the minimum amount of disruption takes place.   

 

What arrangements are in place for children starting in Nursery and 

Reception? 

“In the Nursery and Reception classes, children settle quickly and show 

confidence as they learn…A good range of activities develops children’s 

curiosity and encourages investigation.” OFSTED 2014 

 

Children can begin in Nursery once they are three years old. Enrolment forms can be 

obtained from the school office. Your child will be offered a place based on 

availability and our admissions procedures. 
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Parents are invited to attend Nursery for a meeting, and then a pre-visit, staying with 

their child in the first instance. This means children can become familiar with the 

environment. New starters are then invited for a second visit, where they can be left 

with the staff in the unit.  Staff work hard to ensure younger children and new starters 

are supported and feel secure. Sometimes this takes a little while, but we find that 

children settle quickly into our exciting Foundation Unit. 

 

If your child has been to North Park Nursery, transition into Reception class is very 

smooth, as all staff will be familiar to them. For pupils who have attended a different 

Nursery, and are new to our school, we offer opportunities for parents to visit the 

school and meet with staff, and then for children to visit the Reception class on ‘new 

starter days’ in the summer term. This ensures your child can become familiar with 

their new class and the staff in school. 

 

Pupils starting in Reception Class will do so gradually, staying for half days for a 

couple of weeks, and attending full time from the third week of the Autumn term 

onwards. This gradual start allows them time to get used to a full school day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are things organised everyday? 

Often the first thing pupils and parents are unsure about are the general everyday 

routines, etc. that we employ to help make our school a happy and safe environment. 

We hope the following information will help answer some of those all important 

questions you may have about our school. If you have any queries about any of the 

issues, staff are always available and only too willing to help. 

 

When should my child arrive at school? When does the school day end? 

Nursery 

Morning sessions – 8.45am – 11.45am (currently no afternoon sessions – please 

enquire about this). 

 

Children should be dropped off and collected at the EYFS entrance. Parents are 

encouraged to come in and register their children. Teachers and support assistants 

are available if you need to see them for any reason. 
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Reception to Year 6 

Reception pupils – enter through the EYFS entrance at 8.55am. 

 

Other children should arrive on the school playground between 8.45am and 8.55am, 

when the whistle is blown. Obviously, your child’s safety is our main concern, and 

with that in mind there will be two members of staff on duty from 8.45am onwards, to 

supervise the children. Please do not send your child to school before this time, as 

the school cannot accept responsibility for pupils arriving early and is unable to 

provide supervision.  

 

It is important that your child is punctual – it can be very disruptive when children 

arrive late, missing the start of a lesson. Children, therefore, need to be in school for 

8.55am. Registration closes at 9.10am. Children arriving late will be marked as 

having an unauthorised absence unless there is a good reason. 

 

School lessons finish at 3.15 pm.  Children will then pick up coats and belongings 

and when they are all ready will be escorted out of school by their teacher. We stay 

with all of our children on the school yard until they are picked up, or set off home. 

 

If your child brings a boke or scooter into school, please make sure you have a lock 

for it – we have to open the gates just before sometime to allow parents in and 

cannot guarantee the safety of bokes and scooters left unlocked in the boke shed.  

 

Wrap Around Care 

We offer wrap around care to support our working families: 

 Breakfast club begins at 8am and is free to all – please let the school office 

know if you wish to access this. Pupils are supervised on the yard from 8.45 – 

8.55am.  

 After School Care is provided by Jack in the Box Daycare – registered with 

OFSTED and providing excellent care for children from 3.15 – 5.45pm, for a 

small cost. Registration documents for this are available from the school office.  

 

Can I come into school when I drop off and pick up my child? 

Although we appreciate that many parents of our youngest children may initially 

escort their child into the unit, we cannot accommodate every child’s parent in 

school, with anything up to 270 pupils – we simply do not have the space and, 

obviously, our primary concern must be for the children’s safety.  

 

We ask that you drop your child off in the yard when you arrive at school. We 

welcome parents who wish to come into the yard and wait with their child, or as your 

child becomes older you may prefer to wait near the gate and begin to develop your 

child’s independence. We ask that anyone who has a dog does not bring it on to the 

yard, for health and safety reasons. The school is a no-smoking environment. 
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When you pick your child up we ask that you similarly wait in the yard, where your 

child will be brought out to meet you. If you prefer to wait outside the school gate we 

will ensure your child is supervised as they leave school.  

 

Children quickly get used to the routines and enjoy feeling more ‘grown up’ as they 

become more independent. Please rest assured that we take good care to ensure 

our new pupils are given extra supervision to begin with. 

 

If it is wet or snowy, children should go straight into the school hall at the start of the 

day – staff will supervise them until teachers collect them to go to class. For safety 

reasons, please avoid coming in with your child – older pupils and buddies will be 

there to help them with wellies! 

  

What are the school hours? 

The school day is organised as follows:  

 

Breakfast Club – from 8am 

 

School teaching day 

8.55 - 9.35 am  Session 1 (Phonics in KS1; Basic skills in KS2) 

9.35-10.35am  Session 2 - English or Maths  

10.35 - 10.45am  Assembly 

10.45-11.00am  Morning break    

11 - 11.50 am  (KS1)Session 3 - English or Maths 

10.50 am – 12.00 noon (KS2) – Session 3 - English or Maths   

11.50pm -12.50pm   KS1 Lunch 

12.00pm -12.50pm  KS2 Lunch 

12.50 -3.15pm Session 4 – Other curriculum lessons, including 

handwriting and reading (KS1 Break at 2.10-2.20pm) 

 

Jack in the Box After School Care – 3.15 – 5.45pm 

 

Children in KS2 are given a toilet break during the afternoon session. Children 

working in the Foundation Unit have their breaks at other times and the day is broken 

up into smaller units of time. 

Do the children wear uniform? 
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Yes, our children do wear a school uniform. We take pride in encouraging a collective 

belonging to our school, and the Governors have the following policy for uniform.  

 

The basic recommended school uniform comprises: -  

Black/grey trousers/skirt     White polo shirt,  

Jade green sweatshirt or cardigan – available from the school office or Asda 

For Year 6 – Black sweatshirts 

 

In addition we have t-shirts available to purchase for PE, and school fleeces/coats 

can also be ordered.  Please ask at the office.  

 

The school does not approve of t-shirts bearing inappropriate slogans, and pupils 

must wear flat, sensible footwear, to ensure their safety. Pupils should have a 

change of footwear for PE. 

 

PLEASE ensure you mark each garment with your child's name. This is vital if we are 

to successfully identify lost and found items. Unclaimed clothes are kept for a short 

time in a lost property box but eventually we may need to dispose of them. 

 

Can my child wear jewellery? 

With your child’s safety in mind we request that you do not allow him/her to wear 

jewellery for school. Injuries to ears, necks, fingers, etc. can happen if children wear 

jewellery when playing or taking part in PE, and we wish to avoid such injuries 

wherever possible. If your child does wear jewellery to school the school accepts no 

responsibility for any injury. Jewellery (including earrings) MUST be removed for PE, 

including swimming. If children have pierced ears they must be able to take their own 

earrings out. We appreciate that children do like to have their ears pierced, and 

would advise that this be done during the six week holiday, so that they can still be 

removed during school hours and for PE lessons. Children will be asked to remove 

any dangling earrings, necklaces or bracelets, for health and safety reasons. 

 

How safe is the school? 

We work hard to ensure your children are educated in a safe and secure 

environment. As such, we operate: 

 a visitor’s security pass system – all visitors sign in 

 electronic door locks 

 walkie-talkies for any staff who are working on the school field, etc.  

 

While the children are in lessons, no unauthorised visitors will be able to get in. 

Pupils and staff are able to come in and out very easily.  All doors conform to fire and 

health and safety regulations.  
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If parents and visitors need to come into school in lesson time, we ask that you come 

to the main entrance. This is manned for the majority of the day – if staff are busy in 

another part of the school, they will return as quickly as possible!    

 

What equipment does my child need? 

PE Kits 

Pupils are expected to change into PE kit for their PE lessons. They are not 

permitted to wear their PE/clothing underneath their normal clothes. All jewellery and 

watches should be removed for reasons of safety.  PE kit consists of jade t-shirt 

(available at the office) and dark shorts.    

For indoor PE/Dance            Shorts and T-Shirt 

Plimsolls/ gym shoes/bare feet (no     

trainers) 

 

For Games               Shorts and T-Shirt 

     Tracksuit/ sweatshirt in colder weather (optional) 

Trainers (must be a change from normal day  

wear) 

 

Obviously all children are expected to take part in PE and Games which are part of 

the National Curriculum.  If there are specific medical reasons for any child not to 

take part, a note should be sent to the class teacher. You will be given information 

regarding swimming kit when your child’s class visits the swimming baths.  

 

Stationery 

Many children like to bring their own pencils etc. into school, although these are 

provided in class. If children do bring in their own belongings it is their responsibility 

to look after them, and the school cannot accept liability for any loss. Children have 

trays in which to store belongings. 

 

School resources 

Children will be given resources to take home, such as homework books, folders, 

library books, reading books and reading records/logs. They need to return these as 

requested, and children will be expected to look after these school resources.   

 

Bags  

Book bags (£3.00) and PE kit bags (60p) are available to purchase from the school 

office. When your child joins the school they will be given their first bags free of 

charge. 

 

Where will my child keep their belongings? 

Coats are hung in the cloakrooms outside the classes. Lunch boxes, bags and PE 

kits can be stored underneath, in shared storage boxes.  Pupils can keep pencil 

cases, books etc. in trays in class. 
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If your child has personal belongings in school, it is their responsibility to look after 

them. We strongly recommended parents not to allow their children to bring anything 

valuable to school - we discourage children bringing in precious belongings, as they 

may get damaged or lost.  

 

Sometimes children bring in items for family groups or golden time – please 

emphasise to your child that he/she needs to look after them and, whilst teachers 

may from time to time hold valuables for pupils (e.g. during PE), the responsibility for 

valuables remains with pupils.  

 

What happens if my child is ill, or needs to take medicine? 

If your child is too ill to attend school, please notify the school office before 9.10 am 

on the first day of absence.  We operate a first day absence policy, and will contact 

you if we haven’t had a message. You can e-mail, text or leave a message on the 

answer phone. 

 

This information is very important.  By law we have to keep a strict record of 

absences.  If we do not receive a note from a parent with a valid reason then the 

absence has to be recorded as unauthorised.   

 

 Rates of Absence 2015-2016  

 

Group 

Authorised 
Absences 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

No of 
Pupils 

% of 
Sessions 

% of 
Sessions 

Reception 30 4.52 1.41 

Year 1 30 3.25 1.94 

Year 2 30 2.28 1.28 

Year 3 30 2.25 1.42 

Year 4 28 3.30 2.56 

Year 5 24 2.99 1.22 

Year 6 30 1.86 1.15 

Totals 202 2.83 1.51 

 

As the table shows, the rate of unauthorised absence is very low.  Most parents keep 

us well informed as to why their children are not at school.  Where a child is regularly 

late or absent, or an absence is unexplained, the Education Welfare Officer or LA 

Attendance Officer will call to clarify the situation.  

 

Parents collecting children needing medical treatment during school hours (e.g. visit 

to the Dentist) are asked to call at the school office. This enables an exact record of 

pupils on site to be maintained. This information is important in cases of emergency 

fire drill.  
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Please note that no child will be allowed to leave school early unaccompanied. No 

child will be sent home unescorted during school hours. If your child arrives home 

alone during school hours please check with the school immediately.  

 

 

Infectious illnesses 

If your child contracts an infectious disease such as Whooping Cough, Measles, 

Mumps or Chicken Pox, please check with your doctor to establish when it is safe for 

your child to return to school without putting others at risk of catching the illness. 

 

If your child has an upset stomach and has been vomiting, please allow approx. 48 

hours after their last bout of vomiting before they return to school. This allows us to 

try and limit others catching any ‘bug’. 

 

Head Lice 

Unfortunately, it is no longer part of the school nurse’s role to come into school and 

check for head lice, so we ask parents to be vigilant, and let us know if there is any 

incidence of head lice. Although we cannot send out letters to specific classes, we 

can highlight problems in our newsletters and via text. 

 

Medicine 

If your child improves and is well enough to attend school but requires medicine 

during school hours please ensure that all medicines are clearly labelled and brought 

into school by an adult. It is a legal requirement that we ask parents to complete and 

sign a form giving us permission to administer medicine. 

 

Please note –  

 No child is permitted to have medication in his/her possession.   

 No medication should be brought into school by children – it must be 

brought in and collected by an adult. Asking your pharmacist for a split 

prescription will mean you can leave the medication needed in school without 

having to collect and drop it off.  

 Only medicines prescribed by a doctor can be given at school.  

 Inhalers should be left in school at all times.   

 

What if my child needs to take medication because of a medical condition? 

Please notify the school of any special medical problems which may effect your child 

whilst at school or on a visit. 

 

If your child has any medical condition, e.g. asthma, and needs to take medication, 

such as inhalers, please fill in a form, available from the school office, and keep us 

informed about this. 

 

We will ensure all staff who work in school, on a regular and supply basis, are 

informed of the condition and mindful of your child’s needs. 
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School medicals 

At various times during their school life, pupils will undergo health screening checks 

carried out by a doctor and/or nurse. All such examinations are carried out in 

accordance with County policies. Where further action is seen as necessary parents 

will be informed in order that they might make suitable arrangements with their own 

Optician, Dentist, Clinic or Doctor as preferred. Preventative vaccinations are 

provided as necessary.  

 

What happens if my child is injured or involved in an emergency? 

During school hours, minor cuts, scrapes etc. are treated at school. In the event of a 

serious accident (e.g. suspected broken arm, or any type of head injury) parents will 

be immediately contacted. If no contact can be made the child will be taken to 

hospital for treatment to begin and a message will be left at the parent's home and at 

school. No child will be left unaccompanied at any hospital or clinic. If necessary the 

child will be returned home.  

 

All teachers and classroom assistants have attended a First Aid course and a course 

in Manual Handling.   

 

Mrs Monk, Mrs Dowson and Miss Welch are the registered First Aiders in school, and 

are trained to deal with medication. 

 

Emergency Contact 

It is vitally important that we should be able to make contact with parents or a named 

responsible adult in case of an emergency.  

 

Parents are asked to complete a data collection sheet which the school can refer to 

in such a situation. If there is no telephone at home the number of a near relative or 

friend is needed. There are times when parents change address or their place of 

work and this information is not passed on to the school.  Should any changes occur 

please ask for the information sheet to be amended.  Many parents are now using 

mobile phones and numbers change regularly. We need to have an up to date 

number at all times.  

 

We use a text messaging service, where we can text parents to give them 

information such as cancellation of a club, school closure due to inclement weather, 

etc. so up to date mobile phone numbers are essential. 
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         Collecting goods for  

Fair Trade Week 

 

 

Can I take my child on holiday during term time? 

The law says that parents do not have the right to take their child out of school for 

holidays during term-time. In line with DFE policy, we do not authorise holidays, 

unless there are exceptional personal reasons for doing so. It is important that 

parents carefully consider the implications of taking their child out of school during 

term-time.  As a parent you need to consider that there are times during a school 

year when a child may experience particular problems because of term time leave 

such as: 

 Disadvantages if close to exams or tests, for example SATs in Year 6. 

 Settling in problems at the start of a school year. 

 
The Government has now changed the level at which children are deemed as a 
persistent absentee from 85% to 90%. In accordance with the changes the Local 
Authority has also changed the threshold at which they intervene via statutory 
enforcement; the Local Authority will now intervene if your child accrues seven days 
or more of unauthorised absence. The table below helps explain the impact of any 
absence: 

 
TERM Number of sessions (half days) 

missed before becoming a persistent 
absentee 

AUTUMN  HALF TERM 1 7 or more (3.5 days) 
 

HALF TERM 1 
and 2 

14 or more (7 days) 

AUTUMN + SPRING HALF TERM 1 to 
3 

20 or more (10 days) 

HALF TERM 1 to 
4 

25 or more (12.5 days) 

AUTUMN + SPRING + 
SUMMER 

HALF TERM 1 to 
5 

31 or more (15.5 days) 

HALF TERM 1 to 
6 

38 or more  (19 days) 
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What are the arrangements for collecting money? 

 

To assist us in this we ask you to make sure that if your child needs to bring in any 

money, for clubs, trips, etc. it is sent in a sealed envelope, clearly marked with 

class, name and amount. 

 

All pupils in Key Stage 1 are provided with a free meal. School meals for those in Key 

Stage 2 cost £2 per day. Forms are available to apply for Free Meals. If you wish to 

change lunchtime arrangements, i.e. move children to or from school dinners, the 

school office requires a minimum of one week’s notice, as dinners are ordered in 

advance. We do not encourage children to stay 'odd' days, as ordering food becomes 

difficult, unless by pre-arrangement. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

 

 

                                                                  Making delicious pizzas at ASDA 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens at lunchtime? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Meals 

School meals are provided and prepared by Taylor Shaw.  Pupils are provided with a 

three choice menu. All children are expected to eat the food they have selected in 

order to avoid unnecessary waste. Where a child has a medical condition requiring a 

particular diet, this can be provided when the school receives details from the pupil's 

doctor.  
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Packed lunches 

Children are allowed to bring packed lunches on the understanding that the 

responsibility for the safety and condition of the lunch lies with the child. We are keen 

to encourage a healthy diet in school, and ask that you do not put sweets into packed 

lunches, or fizzy drinks or cans. Please do not send in thermos flasks as part of the 

packed lunch, for health and safety reasons. 

 

Free meals 

All pupils in Key Stage 1 are provided with a free meal. For each child who is 
entitled to a Free School Meal we are given additional funding, which goes a 
long way to improving resources and helping us provide more opportunities for 
the pupils, as well as providing important information to the DFE and OFSTED. 
 
Even if you don’t intend to take up the free school meal, or if your child has 
one because they are in Key Stage 1, it is vital that we have a record that your 
child is entitled to it, so we can access this funding. Your child is entitled to free 
school meals if you receive: 
- income support 
- Income Based Jobseekers Allowance  
- Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.  
- Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
- Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual income, as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) 
that does not exceed £16,190.  

- Guarantee element of State Pension Credit.  
If you are in receipt of the above, or if you aren’t sure and would like Mrs 
Dowson to help you check, please pop into the office. 
 

Children staying for lunch are supervised by six dinnertime staff, who work hard to 

supervise and organise lunchtimes, as well as encouraging a healthy diet and 

cooperative play with equipment.  There are also other members of staff on duty, to 

help with the smooth running of lunchtimes. Older pupils act as play leaders for 

younger children.  

 

We believe it is very important that children see lunchtime as a social and enjoyable 

experience, and as such we allow them to choose who they would like to sit next to.  

Of course it is expected that our high standards of behaviour are maintained by 

pupils both in and out of the dining area.  

 

How are break times organised? 

Staff supervise pupils on a rota basis.  Pupils have a range of areas to play in, and in 

good weather we are able to take advantage of our playing field for additional space 

at break and lunch times. There are trim trail areas in the Key Stage 1 and 2 yards, 

and areas for playing games and football, as well as quieter seating areas.  
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Can my child bring drinks into school? 

Children are able to drink still water during lessons. This is freely available in 

classrooms: -   

 Only still water can be drunk in the classrooms.  

 All water must be drunk from a plastic bottle with a sports type top. These can 
be purchased from a supermarket or bottles are available to buy from the 
office (£1.50). Spare lids can be bought for 15p. Cups are available in 
classrooms too. 

 The bottles are to remain the responsibility of the child and are to be taken 
home to be cleaned.  

 The bottles remain in the classroom except when they are taken home.  

 No drinks are allowed in the playground.  

 Please do not send flavoured drinks or carbonated, fizzy drinks to school. 

 

Pupils have snacks available before/after break and are able to have ‘Cool Milk’, if 

ordered. The milk is ordered from, and paid for directly to the Cool Milk company. 

Once they receive payment, they add your child’s name to the weekly delivery list, 

and our milk monitors give the milk out. Order forms are available from the school 

office. Milk is also provided for all children at lunchtime. 

 

How does the school manage behaviour? 

 

“This is a harmonious and inclusive school where pupils are encourages to be 

thoughtful and to care for each other… Pupils are very happy in school and 

enjoy their day as they work and play with friends” OFSTED 2014 

 

Our school prides itself on its effective management of good behaviour, based on 
reward and encouragement.  Our school behaviour policy is based on teaching 
children about respecting one another and about their personal rights, as well as the 
responsibilities they have towards one another.  
     
Each class develops their own behaviour charter based on these Rights and 
Responsibilities, according to their age and needs.  These are progressive 
throughout the school and develop their understanding of Rights and Responsibilities 
through the use of similar language.    
 
As a whole school the children have developed Rights and Responsibilities for 
specific areas and times, including lunchtime, assembly and playtime. These agreed 
charters form the main part of the school behaviour system and reinforce the main 
behaviour rules:  

 Follow teacher instructions 

 Be safe 

 Keep hands and feet to yourself 
 

The language of Rights and Responsibility is embedded in all aspects of school life  

All pupils are familiar with the school rules, and have regular opportunities to discuss 

behaviour in class, during family groups and school council meetings. We believe this 

collective responsibility for behaviour helps us maintain a calm and happy place 

where all of our pupils can thrive. 



North Park Primary School Information Booklet 2017 

 20 

 

Behaviour expectations 

 A good standard of behaviour is expected in school, walking and talking 
quietly. 

 Pupils are expected to be friendly and kind to each other, and treat one 
another with respect. 

 Playground behaviour should be peaceful and fighting and bullying will not be 
tolerated and will be punished.  

 We will not condone aggressive or threatening behaviour of any sort and 
children are made aware of the procedures for sorting problems that may 
arise.  

 Sweets and toys are not allowed in school without special permission.  

 Good behaviour is also expected when travelling to and from school, with 
particular regard to road safety rules.  

 

 

Rewards include: 

Praise                                Family stamps – leading to a family treat 

Stickers, Stars and Smiley faces, prizes                  Golden Time 

Star of the Week award     Attendance and punctuality prizes at end of each term 

 

Sent to another teacher or Headteacher to show their work  

Stickers for dinnertime behaviour                        Caring cup awards 

Good Citizen Awards                         Handwriting awards 

Homework awards                      Reading awards 

  

Sanctions 
From time to time children fail to behave in an acceptable manner. On these 
occasions there are a series of consequences. On most occasions unacceptable 
behaviour can be dealt with by the class teacher and/or support staff but if this 
behaviour persists other members of staff may become involved. In more serious 
cases a child may be taken to the Deputy Headteacher or Headteacher.  
 
The success of sanctions will vary with different children.  What is effective with one 
child may be inappropriate for another.  There may also be occasions when children 
move immediately onto levels 3, 4, or 5 if the situation is serious enough. It is up to 
the teacher to decide when a senior member of staff becomes involved 
 

Stage Response Consequence 

1 Warning  Verbal warning 

2 Loss of privileges Name recorded in book/on cloud. Loss of 
Golden Time. Possible detention at break time. 

3  Involvement of senior member of 

staff 

If there is another incident in the same day the 
child will be sent to the Deputy Headteacher or 
Headteacher. The child may be: 

 Spoken to and returned to class. 

 Kept in Deputy Headteacher’s class 
for the rest of that session. 

 Loss of other privileges such as 
playtimes/lunch break (detention) 

4 Involvement of Headteacher  If necessary children will be sent to Mrs. Monk 
to discuss behaviour if: 
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 Their behaviour has not improved after 
being out of class 

 The incident is serious enough to 
warrant Headteacher involvement 

 They have been sent to the Deputy 
Head more than three times. 

This will result in pupils being put on a report 
card – a means of monitoring behaviour in all 
sessions (lessons, break and lunch). Children 
may lose privileges such as clubs, trips and 
special events, or be kept in at break or 
lunchtime and parents may be informed. 

5 Contact home Mrs Monk or Mrs. Atkinson will contact parents 
to seek their support in developing a behaviour 
modification programme. E.g. use of a report 
card,  use of behaviour diaries, regular 
behaviour reviews, special arrangements for 
arrival/leaving school, etc. 

6 Exclusion Fixed term or permanent. A last resort but is 
sometimes necessary. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                         Playing on the trim trail 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens if I think my child is being bullied? 

“There is a clear commitment to equal opportunities for all pupils and any form 

of discrimination is not tolerated.” OFSTED 2014 

 

We are proud to hold Anti-Bullying accreditation for the work we do to tackle bullying. 

We have clear policies and procedures to ensure children are safe and happy.  

 

Anti-Bullying Policy 

This policy has been written after discussion with representatives of all partners – 

pupils, staff, parents and governors. We hope everyone will work together to make it 

successful.  

 

North Park Primary School aims to work effectively against bullying. We know that 

there are times when bullying may occur. We know that this can be distressing to all 

concerned. We want to protect those who are being bullied. We want to counsel 

those who bully, make them aware of the consequences of their behaviour and teach 

them there is a better way to behave.  
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We believe that all pupils have a right to feel safe and happy at school so that they 

can concentrate on their learning. As part of this we have a buddy system where 

children support each other in the playground.   

 

Bullying   

 Can be physical or verbal.  

 Can be emotional or psychological 

 Can be racist or sexist, homophobic, biphobic or transphobic 

 Can be online/cyber 

 Is often premeditated.  

 Can include taunting, teasing, physical abuse, harassment, intimidation or 

extortion.  

 Can be sly and underhand.  

 Is intended to hurt or make the victim uncomfortable. 

 Involves some sort of power over the victim. E.g. greater physical strength 

(over a younger child); greater numbers (a group onto one); knowledge to 

inform.  

 Can be indirect, spreading lies and nasty stories or excluding someone from 

social groups.  

 Can be frequent and long-term, or infrequent – in both cases it should be 

taken seriously.  

 

Bullying is not 

 A one-off incident 

 Two children having a fight.  

 Friends falling out, arguing and name-calling.  

 Bumping into another child in the playground.  

 

BULLYING – DON’T SUFFER IN SILENCE 

Information for pupils  

 

WHEN YOU ARE BEING BULLIED  

 Be firm and clear – look them in the eye and tell them to stop. 

 Get away from the situation as quickly as possible. 

 Tell an adult what has happened straight away. 

 

AFTER YOU HAVE BEEN BULLIED  

 Tell a teacher or another adult in school. 

 Tell your family. 

 If you are scared to tell a teacher or an adult on your own, ask a friend to go 

with you. 

 Keep on speaking up until someone listens. 

 Don’t blame yourself for what has happened. 
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WHEN YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT BULLYING WITH AN ADULT, BE CLEAR 

ABOUT  

 What has happened to you? 

 How often it has happened.  

 Who was involved? 

 Who saw what was happening. 

 Where it happened. 

 What you have done about it already.  

 

ADVICE TO PARENTS  

If your child has been bullied  

 Calmly talk with your child about his/her experience. 

 Make a note of what your child says – particularly who was said to be 

involved; how often the bullying has occurred; where it happened and what 

has happened. 

 Reassure your child that he/she has done the right thing to tell you about the 

bullying.  

 Explain to your child that should any further incidents occur he/she should 

report them to a teacher or another adult immediately. 

 Make an appointment to see your child’s class teacher. 

 Explain to the teacher the problems your child is experiencing.  

Talking with teachers about bullying  

 Try to stay calm – bear in mind that the teacher may have no idea that your 

child is being bullied or may have heard conflicting accounts of an incident. 

 Be as specific as possible about what your child says has happened, give 

dates, places and names of other children involved.  

 Make a note of what action the school intends to take. 

 Ask if there is anything you can do to help your child or the school. 

 Stay in touch with the school; let them know if things improve as well as if 

problems continue.  

If your child is bullying other children  

Many children may be involved in bullying other pupils at some time or other. Often 

parents are not aware that their child is involved in bullying.  

Children sometimes bully others because:  

 They don’t know it is wrong.  

 They are copying older brothers or sisters or other people in the family whom 

they admire. 

 They haven’t learnt other, better ways of mixing with their school friends.  

 Their friends encourage them to bully. 

 They are going through a difficult time and are acting out aggressive feelings.  

 

To stop your child from bullying others  

 Talk with your child; explain that what he/she is doing is unacceptable and 

makes other children unhappy. 
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 Discourage other members of your family from bullying behaviour or from 

using aggression or force to get what they want. 

 Show your child how he/she can join in with other children without bullying. 

 Make an appointment to see your child’s class teacher, explain to the teacher 

the problems your child is experiencing; discuss with the teacher how you and 

the school can stop him/her bullying others. 

 Regularly check with your child how things are going at school. 

 Give your child lots of praise and encouragement when he/she is co- operative 

or kind to other people.  

 

BUDDIES  

We operate a buddy system in the playground where older children will organise 

games and offer support to any child who seems lonely. The ‘buddies’ can be 

immediately recognised by their yellow caps.  Younger children also act as Mini-

Buds. There are Buddy stops on the yard where children know they can go if they 

want to talk to a Buddy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How safe is the school? 

Safeguarding  

North Park Primary School is fully committed to safeguarding. 

Site security and safety 

Your child’s safety is of the utmost importance to us.  

 We ensure that all exits and entrances to school are secure and only 
accessible using our security keys.  

 All visitors are expected to sign in and report to the school office.  

 We hold regular fire drills and health and safety checks 

 All adults working with children have enhanced DBS checks. 

 We have a detailed PSHCE curriculum which covers a wide range of safety 
and safeguarding issues. This is done through lessons, assemblies and with 
visits and visitors. We teach children to behave safely, and use resources in a 
safe and sensible way.  

 All school trips, activities and visitors undergo risk assessments. 

Safeguarding  

In addition we have robust procedures in place for safeguarding pupils.  

We consider each child to be a unique person, and we aim to value and support 
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them to develop the skills, concepts and attitudes necessary for the opportunities and 
experiences of their future lives. In order to do this we want them to feel safe and 
secure in school, and to help prepare them to reach their potential in life. 
We want our children to reach their full potential as responsible citizens and to 
contribute effectively to the society and world in which they live. We are committed to 
ensuring we celebrate difference and promote equality in all we do. We welcome 
everyone from all walks of life, and celebrate all others in school. Everyone is treated 
equally regardless of their age, ability, disability, gender, race, nationality, religion, or 
sexual orientation. 
 
Through the work we do and the curriculum we offer we endeavour to promote and 
support the development of pupils’ personal, spiritual, moral, social, emotional and 
educational growth in a safe and secure environment. Keeping children safe from 
hard is key to this. 
 
We are fully committed to ensuring that consistent effective safeguarding procedures 
are in place to support families, children and staff at school.  All staff are fully trained 
in safeguarding.  All concerns related to safeguarding are passed through the 
members of senior staff who are trained as 'Designated Child Protection Officers' 
(Mrs Monk, Mrs Atkinson, Mrs Wood, Mrs Spooner, Mrs Wilcock) in compliance with 
the safeguarding procedures and 'sharing of information' guidance. 

 

The following safeguarding measures are in place: 

 All staff are asked to report any causes for concern to the Designated Child 
Protection Officers using a written proforma.   

 Wherever possible concerns will be shared with parents/carers as early as 
possible as more often than not there are extremely reasonable explanations 
for the concern.  We aim to have good working relationships with parents and 
carers and to work in partnership with them through transparency and 
honesty. However, we do not forget that their child’s needs and welfare are 
our paramount concern, thus obtaining consent to take matters further is not 
always appropriate. 

 If necessary we will then follow the procedures as set out in the safeguarding 
policy (available in school or on the website) 

 The number for First Contact is: 03000 267979 

 

Will my child go swimming? 

We hope that parents welcome the opportunity to improve their children’s safety in 

and near water. The school is able to provide swimming tuition for pupils in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 3, and later in the year a catch-up programme for Year 

6.  

 

Please note that where swimming is provided as part of the curriculum for any child it 

is a compulsory element within the timetable unless there are specific medical 

reasons for the child not taking part. Earrings must be removed before swimming.  

 

Swimming lessons will take place at the pool at Spennymoor Leisure Centre or at 

Brandon School baths.  Health and safety regulations state that all children must 

wear a swimming hat. These can be bought from the swimming pool for £1.50. 
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What forms do I need to fill in when my child starts school? 

Home school agreement 

This is for all pupils and parents. A Home-School Agreement is a brief statement 

explaining the school’s responsibilities towards it pupils; the responsibilities of the 

pupil and the pupil’s parents; and what the school expects of its pupils. We believe 

this document is an important opportunity for us to show children how we can all 

work together in a cooperative way to make our school a happier place. 

 

Emergency Medical Treatment Permission Form and Asthma treatment form 

We ask you sign this to give permission in case of any emergency that may arise in 

school, or if your child has asthma and may need access to an emergency inhaler. 

 

Education Visits for (EV4) 

This is filled in at when your child first starts school and covers all educational visits 

we make, other than residential visits. Information on this form includes emergency 

contacts. 

 

Free School Meals Form 

Available from Mrs Thompson: please fill in these forms if you are eligible for free 

school meals, whether you require them or not.  

 

Cool Milk 

Milk is free to under 5s. Those children who are over 5 years of age can order milk 

from the company and it is delivered daily to school for us to distribute. 

 

Medicines Form 

If your child takes any form of regular medication, or requires medication for a short 

while during an illness, a form needs to be completed. A separate form needs to be 

completed if your child suffers from Asthma 

 

Internet Agreement Form and Learning Gateway agreement -  (not nursery) 

For children in Years R to Year 6 – this is a form that gives your consent for children 

to have access to the Internet in school. All internet sites are heavily vetted and we 

have a very secure firewall system in place. In addition we will ask you to keep all 

passwords for the Learning gateway secure, by completing the agreement. E-safety 

is a regular and important feature of all ICT work. 

 

Photographic agreement form 

A permission form allowing us to photograph your child, for purposes of display etc. 

 

 What if my child has Special Educational Needs? 

 

“The progress of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs is 

good… Individual needs are met with a wealth of carefully focused individual 

and groups tasks” OFSTED 2014 
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Many pupils experience difficulties at some stage during their educational career. 

Specific difficulties are dealt with individually or in small group situations. In most 

instances children encountering problems will remain working within the class on 

work which has been carefully tailored to their needs. In certain circumstances it may 

be possible to provide some additional form of support by means of an extra teacher 

or assistance within the classroom. On other occasions a child may be withdrawn 

from class in order to benefit from small group or individual attention. There is no 

single rule or approach adopted as each pupil’s needs vary greatly. The school will 

notify parents if it believes your child will benefit from any additional support, and 

your child will be given a ‘short note’ which details the concerns that have been 

raised. 

 

If your child appears to be having significant difficulties, it may be necessary to 

formalise the additional support they require. In these instances we will discuss this 

with you and record concerns on a Short Note. If difficulties persist we may then 

develop a Support Plan for your child, which details the specific actions the school 

will take to provide additional support. You and your child will be invited to participate 

in the development of the Support Plan.    

 

The Special Educational Needs Coordinator is Mrs Wood. The Special Educational 

Needs Governor is Rev. J Livesley. 

 

The school follows the Code of Practice for Special Educational Needs.  

 

Pupils with an identified SEN need will be supported in school and the advice of 

specialist agencies will be used to guide the development of Support plans, if 

necessary.  

 

There have been changes to the way we assess and cater for pupils who have high 

needs. Previously they would have been assessed for a statement – this has now 

been replaced with an Education and Health Care Plan (EHC) which will involve 

assessment of need at school and home and healthcare levels.  

 

If a child has a medical condition, such as epilepsy or diabetes, which may require a 

Healthcare Plan, these will also be developed alongside parents and professionals.  
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THE CURRICULUM 

“The good curriculum is well balanced and includes many exciting 

opportunities… Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development forms 

the hub of this successful school.” OFSTED 2014 

 

What will my child be taught? 

The aim of our curriculum is to encourage pupils to become competent, self-reliant 

learners, with the necessary knowledge and skills of the world about them.  

 

In order to achieve this, the school places great value on the traditional skills of 

Literacy and Numeracy as well as expertise in the fields of Science, ICT, Humanities, 

Arts and Physical Education. The school curriculum includes all the elements of 

National Curriculum and statutory Religious Education, but also includes 

environmental education, citizenship and other cross-curricular themes. The 

curriculum underpins the developments of children spiritually, morally, socially and 

culturally (known as SMSC). Details of the areas studied can be found on the school 

website.  

 

Nursery and Reception class 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage learning is delivered through structured play. 

There is a balance between child-initiated learning and adult-led tasks based on the 

Early Years Curriculum, covering the prime areas of learning; 

 Personal, Social and Emotional development; 

 Physical development; 

 Communication and Language; 

as well as the specific areas; 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding of the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Areas of learning are set up in the Foundation Unit, which operates in two adjoining 

rooms, along with a lovely outdoor space. Staff rotate around the unit, interacting with 

the children, as well as leading specific tasks. The curriculum is developed around 

half-termly themes over a two-year rolling programme. 

 

Cycle A Cycle B 

Who am I? Come on Spennymoor! 

All things bright and Beautiful Space, Aliens and Flying Saucers 

Could I be a Superhero? Knights, Princesses, Dragons and 

Potions! 

Whatever next? The cycle of Life 

Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad 

Wolf? 

Animal Magic 

Mermaids, Mermen, and Nemo! The world of Creepy Crawlies 
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Year 1 – 6 

In Key Stage 1 and 2 the curriculum is designed to cover and develop a range of 

skills, knowledge and understanding in all subjects.  

 

Within each term there are opportunities for meaningful links between curriculum 

areas. In addition some subject areas may be taught discreetly. All areas of the 

National Curriculum are covered comprehensively in a broad and balanced way, 

giving pupils the chance to develop key skills as well as in depth subject knowledge. . 

The National Curriculum is made up of the Core Subjects and the Foundation 

Subjects.  

 

Core Subjects Foundation Subjects 

Literacy Art and Design 

Numeracy Design Technology 

Science Geography 

Religious Education History 

 Computing 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 MFL - French  (KS2) 

Additional subject - PSHCE (Learning for Life) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          Children enjoying working 

                                                                                             with Adam Bushnell at 

                                                                                              Crook Hall. 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education and Collective Worship  

Religious Education plays a central part in our curriculum. We follow the Durham 

Agreed Syllabus for RE. Our aims are:  

 

 To stimulate spiritual growth by providing an attractive and challenging 

environment with an atmosphere of security and affection, where children are 

loved, cared for, understood, valued and accepted for what they are; where 

standards are consistent, and where there is a feeling of warmth and 

homeliness. 
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 To help children adopt patterns of behaviour which take other peoples’ needs, 

interests and feelings into account as well as their own i.e. to adopt a 

considerate style of life. 

 To be aware of other beliefs and religions as well as Christianity.  

 

Local clergy are often invited to conduct Assemblies and Festivals.  

 

Assemblies are held regularly to promote good relationships within the school and 

community. The school endeavours to create an environment where all individuals 

are listened to and their opinions respected. Assemblies are broadly Christian, 

although stories may be included from other religions.  

 

Any parent who wishes their child to be exempt from this type of Religious Education 

is asked to get in touch with the Headteacher.  

 

Will my child be given homework? 

In line with National Curriculum requirements we provide regular homework for 

pupils, in order to support learning taking place in class and practice skills.  

 

Reading 

It is expected that pupils will undertake regular reading practice – three to four times 

a week is ideal as a minimum – and to support you in this there is additional 

guidance available. When children join school in Reception class, we provide each 

pupil with a reading bag to protect the books – replacement bags are available at the 

school office. Teachers may also ask children to complete tasks related to their 

reading activity.  Please make sure the books are returned daily, so teachers can 

monitor home reading, and comment on progress made in guided reading. Additional 

information about supporting home reading is available for parents. 

  

Other tasks 
Homework tasks will depend on the age and ability of children, but in general terms 
the following can be expected: 
 
Reception 

 Reading - The children will initially take individual letters and groups of sounds 
home to practise making the sound, matching the letters, writing the letters, 
doing the actions and practise 3 letter word building.  When children are ready 
they will also be given reading books to practise daily and reading diaries will 
be checked. 

 Other occasional tasks, e.g. Maths – number recognition, simple calculation 
and problem solving; shapes worksheets, etc; Holiday tasks, e.g. What I did in 
the holidays. 

Y1 

 Reading and phonics 

 Spellings sent home to learn for a test  

 Other tasks related to maths, English, or topic work 
 
Y2 
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 Reading   

 Spellings 

 Literacy or numeracy tasks, including times tables work 

 Occasional topic related tasks 
 
In Key Stage 2 pupils have a homework book in which to complete tasks. Books 
have additional guidance for parents. Children will have a wider variety of tasks to 
undertake: Homework will include: 

 Reading – a book to read and return on a given day the following week. 
Children have a reading diary for parents to comment in and sign. 

 English and maths tasks  

 Occasional topic related work 
 
As children progress towards Year 6 they may often be given additional activities and 
this will also include SATs revision. It is expected that parents encourage greater 
independence as children move into upper Key Stage 2. 

 

 

Will my child have a library book? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school has a lovely Library area, refurbished in 2012. We have a computer 

system which identifies the children by an individual bar code.  Children can scan 

their own books using a bar code system when they wish to return or borrow a book. 

The non-fiction section is classified on a simple Dewey system.  

 

Pupils are encouraged to use books in the Library in order to broaden their 

knowledge and information skills. Pupils are allowed a library book, in addition to 

their reading book, to bring home to share with you. In addition all pupils are 

encouraged to join the local Library. Parents are asked to supervise the safekeeping 

of school books at home and on journeys to and from school. Please ensure books 

are carried in a weatherproof bag.    
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Does the school provide tuition for music? 

School provides weekly music lessons for Years 3, 4, and 5. to have music tuition 

from specialist staff (guitar and drumming), along with additional opportunities for 

short blocks of time for Years 1, 2 and 6.  

 

How is my child assessed? 

Your child is regularly assessed in a number of ways during their time in school.  

Throughout all lessons, in whole class work, independent work, and in guided and 

supported sessions, teachers and teaching assistants regularly monitor and record 

progress and achievement. Pupils are given feedback through discussion and written 

comments, and as they progress through school they are given the opportunity to 

revisit and improve work, thereby learning from any mistakes.  

 

Older pupils are also taught to assess their own progress against the lesson intention 

and so become involved in setting their own targets for improvement.  

 

Children are given regular targets in Reading, writing and maths, and extra work is 

done to focus on these targets. 

 

In addition children undertake more formal assessment throughout the year so 

teachers can review their independent skills as they develop, and set new targets. 

These formal assessments include regular assessment of reading, writing, grammar, 

punctuation and spelling and maths, as well as on-going phonic testing, Year 1 

Phonics Tests, annual progress tests in maths and English (Years R to 6) and 

National SAT tests for Year 2 and 6 pupils.  

 

You will be kept fully informed of your child’s progress and achievement when you 

meet your child’s teacher at parents’ evenings, and when you receive your child’s 

annual report in the summer term. 

 

2016 results 
 

KS1 Meeting 
expected  
standard 
School 

Meeting 
expected 
standard  
National 

Working at 
greater depth 
School 

Working at 
greater depth 
National 

Reading  76 74 24 24 

Writing  72 65 7 13 

Maths  72 73 7 18 
 

KS2 Meeting 
expected  
standard 
School 

Meeting 
expected 
standard  
National 

Working at 
greater depth 
School 

Working at 
greater depth 
National 

Reading  56 66 0 19 

Writing  78 74 7 15 

Maths  67 70 4 17 

Grammar, 70 72 19 23 
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punctuation 
and spelling 

Reading, 
Writing and 
maths 
combined 

44 53 0 5 

 
 

KS2 Average Scaled Scores (100 is the average scaled score)    

 Average Scaled Score  
 

Reading 99 

Maths 102 

Grammar, punctuation and 
spelling 

104 

 
KS2 Expected progress (0 is the expected progress score)    

 Progress Score  
 

National Progress 
measure                                 

Reading -1.8 -5  

Writing +0.2 -7 

Maths +0.1 -5 
 

How do teachers mark work? 

The school operates a carefully considered and structured marking policy which is 

designed to help pupils understand where they have been successful, why they may 

have made an error and how they can put it right or improve their work further.  

 

It is not helpful or profitable for pupils to have all their errors highlighted all of the time 

especially in areas where they might be experiencing difficulty or where they lack 

confidence. Teachers will, therefore, mark each child’s work according to their need 

and the nature of the task. Often there will be written feedback on how a child can 

improve their work, or this may have been given verbally during the lesson. In 

addition parts of the work may be highlighted by the teacher or by the child 

themselves, in order to focus attention on successes and areas for improvement. As 

children mature we also involve them in peer assessment of each other’s work. 

 

Pupils quickly learn to be proud of their ‘tickled pink’ marks and to improve their 

‘green for growth’ areas.  

 

 

 

Enjoying ice-cream 

on a visit to South Shields 
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When do I need to come to parents evening? 

We can only hope to achieve our aims for the children if their education is regarded 

as the dual responsibility of parents and teachers. At regular intervals during the 

school year parents will be invited into school to discuss their child's progress. These 

meetings provide an opportunity for parents and staff to get to know one another and 

to exchange views/observations. It should be emphasised however that these formal 

meetings are not the only opportunity parents have to speak with staff – we have a 

number of open events during the year, where you can meet staff informally, and of 

course, should you have any concerns you are most welcome to make an 

appointment to speak with teachers at any time during the school year.  

 

Are there any activities before and after school? 

We run a free Breakfast Club from 8am each morning; this is partly funded by the 

school and partly by Greggs and Livin. 

There is an After School Club run by Jack in the Box available for parents – 

registration forms are available in the office. Jack in the Box are an excellent provider 

of activity clubs and wrap around care.  

 

Throughout the year there are a number of activities taking place in school that your 

child could become involved in. 

Some examples of recent activities include: 

Singing Club                        Newspaper Club                       Gardening Club   

Film Club                             Minecraft Club                           Mathletics club 

Rugby Club 

Football training and Multi Skills Club – for pupils in Year 1, 2 and 3 – run by Simply 

Sport Coach 

In addition we have had a number of other activities throughout the year for a short 

period, such as Gymnastics Club, Dance Club, Relax Kids, FISCH fitness club, etc. 

Other opportunities for clubs will continue to be offered whenever they arise. 

 

The school also runs activities for children throughout the day, e.g. School Council 

and Eco Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          

                                                                                        Dance Club 
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 In addition we have a number of opportunities for your child to develop their sporting 

skills.  It is our aim that children become interested in and enjoy sport, through the 

PE Curriculum as well as extra-curricular activities, special events, visits and visitors. 

We are proud of our continued involvement with the Sedgefield Sports Partnership, 

which allows us to offer a range of activities for children, including additional 

coaching in PE, and extra-curricular clubs and events.  For example:   

 

Football Training, Gymnastics, Athletics, Cricket, Rugby, Tennis, Multi-skills, Netball 

and Basketball. 

 

Additional enrichment activities are developed throughout the year to enhance 

opportunities for all pupils in school. For example: 

 Theatre shows in school and trips to the theatre 

 Zulu Warriors 

 Captain Raggy Beard Pirate Visit 

 Planetarium  

 Halloween Disco 

 Charity events (NSPCC, Red Nose Day, Sport Relief, Help for Heroes) 

 Safety Carousel 

 Book Week and Book Fair 

 Fair Trade Week 

 Anti-Bullying Week 

 Residential trip to Robinwood 

 Whole School trip to Pantomime 

 Orienteering at Hardwick Park 

 Sports Festivals and Competitions 

 Youth Forum events 

 Visits to Hall Hill Farm 

 Beach visit 

 

Will my child be taught Sex Education? 

The Governors have determined that in accordance with LA guidance, Sex Education 

should form a part of the educational provision made for pupils at the school. Sex 

Education is not presented as a ‘cold’ subject but is gradually introduced by means of 

a larger, more extensive topic on health education and relationships education. The 

school nurse may support with this. Parents are welcome to come to school for 

further information and have the right to withdraw their child from Sex Education.  

 

Our current arrangements include: 

- Work on relationships education throughout all Year groups 

- Work linked to science  

- a talk to Year 5 girls from the school nurse about menstruation. 

- a talk to Year 5 boys on personal hygiene 
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- a talk to Year 6 pupils by the school nurse on hygiene and sex 

education.     

 

What special arrangements are made when children move year groups? 

As well as the special visits organised for pupils joining Nursery and Reception class, 

we ensure that children are given opportunities to meet their new teachers before 

moving year groups. Children have a day each summer when they work with their 

new teachers.  

 

For pupils moving into secondary education, we have good transition arrangements. 

Transition workers from the local comprehensive schools work all year long, 

becoming familiar with the pupils at North Park. There are a number of days 

organised for children to visit the local secondary schools, in both Year 5 and 6, 

where children undertake activities with pupils from other feeder primaries. We work 

closely with the transition workers if we feel there are any pupils who may be more 

vulnerable before they move to the comprehensive. 

 

 

How can I be involved in school life? 

Parents are kept fully informed of school life through newsletters, and through the 

wealth of information on the school website. For those who would like to have a more 

involved role, there are a number of ways:   

 A wide range of opportunities are planned for parents to come into school, 

such as stay and read, coffee mornings, family assemblies, as well as more 

formal parent meetings. 

 Many parents like to help, and enjoy assisting with activities in school such as 

reading, cooking, in class support, discos, trips, etc.  

 We have a wonderful group of active volunteers in the ‘Friends of the School’ 

and you may feel you would like to join this group.  

Parental help is both encouraged and hugely appreciated. Any parents wishing to 

help can contact the class teacher, or Mrs Spooner, who coordinates parental 

support in school. 

 

 

What do Governors do? 

We have a very supportive and active Governing Body. Governors make important 

decisions regarding the school curriculum, its budget, the staff and the premises. 

Each term, there is at least one full meeting. At other times smaller groups of 

Governors meet as a committee.  

 

The School and Governor Support Service provides a wide range of help and support 

services for School Governors, including training courses, a resource centre, an 

advice line, a magazine, access to a network of local support groups of Governors, 

and a Durham County Association of Governors.   
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Governing Bodies are made up of Parent Governors, Staff Governors, , Local 

Authority Governors and Community Governors. Information on how to become a 

School Governor is available by writing to or telephoning:  

 

School and Governor Support Service  

Education Department  

County Hall 

Durham  

DH1 5UJ  

Tel:  03000 265 704 

 

How is a decision made about who is admitted to the school? 

The Governors will admit any pupil of appropriate age to the school, provided the 

limit agreed with the Local Authority is not exceeded. The Local Authority deals with 

school admissions. Nursery admissions are dealt with by school.  

 

At the present time the limit is 38. This limit means that we cannot admit more than 

38 children into each year group.  

 

The Education Committee is legally responsible for all admissions to County and 

Controlled Schools.  

 

It may not be possible to offer your child a place at your chosen school if it receives 

more applications than it can take within its admission limit. Where this happens, the 

Authority will consult the Governing Body of the school and allocate places according 

to the following criteria in order of priority.  

 

1. Medical Reasons  

Pupils with very exceptional medical factors directly related to school 

placement. Application under this criterion should be supported by written 

evidence from a doctor. 

2. Sibling Links  

Pupils who have a brother or sister already attending the preferred school or 

associated school on the same site and who is expected to be on roll at the 

school at the time of admission.  

3. Distance  

Pupils who live nearest the preferred school measured by the shortest walking 

route. This will be based on the parents’ address. The Authority will, however, 

consider the overall availability of school places in an area to ensure that no 

children have an unreasonable distance to walk. This may override proximity 

to the preferred school.  

 

Prospective parents are always welcomed and encouraged to visit and they should 

contact school to make an appointment.  
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What happens if the school is closed? 

Whilst we hope it will never be necessary, there may be occasions when, due to 

circumstances beyond our control, it is necessary to close the school. In times of 

severe weather or heating breakdowns we may have very little notice of such 

closure. Should it be necessary to close the school we will contact parents via our 

text messaging service. Information may also be broadcast on the Durham County 

Council website, our school website and on local radio.  Please check Real Radio, 

Metro Radio, Radio Newcastle Star Radio and Sun FM.   

 

GUIDANCE ON SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Rationale 

The Headteacher, in consultation with the Governing Body, has a responsibility of 

care to both the children and staff in school. Whilst every effort will be made to keep 

the school open, when the Headteacher, in consultation with the Chair of the 

Governing Body, considers that the weather conditions place either children or staff 

in danger it is likely that the school will be closed. 

 

Aims 

1. To ensure that the school remains open and operates normally wherever 

possible. 

2. To ensure the safety of both children and adults at all times. 

 

School will be closed when: There are insufficient staff in school by 8.15am to 

provide suitable care for the children and it is uncertain whether staff will be able to 

reach school by 8.50am. This includes catering and cleaning staff. 

1. Public transport ceases to run. 

2. It is not possible to make the school grounds safe, e.g. to keep steps free from 

snow and ice. 

3. Weather conditions are bad and the Meteorological Office is issuing further 

severe weather warnings for the area. 

 

Guidelines for Closure and Re-opening the School 

In the case of closure the following procedures will be followed: 

1. The Chair of the Governing Body will be consulted. 

2. The Education Policy and Planning Unit at County Hall will be informed of the 

closure. 

3. Local radio stations will be informed of the closure. 

4. Any school transport will be informed of the closure. 

5. Arrangements will be made to receive any pupils who still arrive at school 

without an adult. 

6. The school will re-open when conditions allow. This will be announced to 

parents via local radio. The Chair of Governors will be kept informed as will the 

Education Policy and Planning Unit.  

7. When school is closed staff should report to their closest school. 
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Does the school charge for trips? 

From time to time, educational visits are organised to enrich the curriculum for the 

benefit of pupils. Wherever possible we plan to subsidise trips to reduce costs. Under 

the 1988 Education Reform Act schools are prohibited from charging for activities 

during school hours which are an essential part of the curriculum. However, we may 

ask for voluntary contributions to help with the cost of certain activities e.g. 

educational visits during school hours. Parents may be charged for events their 

children take part in outside the school day e.g. disco, weekend residential visit. 

 

Unfortunately if we do not receive enough contributions there may be occasions 

when a trip or activity may have to be cancelled, although we will do all we can to 

avoid disappointing the children.  

 

What other things has the school achieved? 

 In recognition of our work in maintaining a healthy lifestyle, we achieved 

national Healthy School’s status in 2008.   

 We are very proud of the Investors in Children Award we achieved in 2015, 

2016 and 2017.  

 We are also proud of our Anti-bullying accreditation  - achieved through 

working with the BIG (Bullying Intervention Group).  

 We are very proud of our UNICEF Rights Respecting School Award, 

achieved in 2010 for our work on rights and responsibilities. 

 We achieved the International School Award in 2010, in recognition of our 

links with France and in our drive to develop international awareness. 

 We also hold the Fair Trade Award. 

 

How is the information held about my child protected? 

Schools, local education authorities and the Department for Education and Skills (the 
government department which deals with education) all hold information on pupils in 
order to run the education system, and in doing so have to follow the Data 
Protection Act 1998. This means, among other things,  that the data held about 
pupils must only be used for specific purposes allowed by law. We are therefore 
writing to tell you about the types of data held, why that data is held, and to whom it 
may be passed on. 
 
North Park Primary School holds information on pupils in order to  

 support their teaching and learning,  

 monitor and report on their progress,  

 provide appropriate pastoral care, and  

 assess how well the school as a whole is doing.  
 
This information includes contact details, National Curriculum assessment results, 
attendance information, characteristics such as ethnic group, special educational 
needs and any relevant medical information. 
 
From time to time we are required to pass on some of this data to the Local 
Education Authority (LA), to another school to which the pupil is transferring, to the 
Department for Education (DfE), and to Qualifications and Curriculum Authority 
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(QCA) which is responsible for the National Curriculum and associated assessment 
arrangements. Local arrangements exist to transfer relevant information to primary 
health care services.  
 

 The Local Education Authority uses information about pupils to carry out 
specific functions for which it is responsible, such as the assessment of any 
special educational needs the pupil may have and arrangements for the 
transport of pupils to and from school. It also uses the information to derive 
statistics to inform decisions on (for example) the funding of schools, and to 
assess the performance of schools and set targets for them. The statistics are 
used in such a way that individual pupils cannot be identified from them.  

 The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority uses information about pupils 
to administer the National Curriculum tests and assessments for Key Stages 1 
to 3. The results of these are passed on to DfE in order for it to compile 
statistics on trends and patterns in levels of achievement. The QCA uses the 
information to evaluate the effectiveness of the National Curriculum and the 
associated assessment arrangements, and to ensure that these are 
continually improved. 

 The Department for Education uses information about pupils for statistical 
purposes, to evaluate and develop education policy and to monitor the 
performance of the education service as a whole. The statistics (including 
those based on information provided by the QCA) are used in such a way that 
individual pupils cannot be identified from them. The DfE will feed back to LAs 
and schools information about their pupils where they are lacking this 
information because it was not passed on by a former school. On occasion 
information may be shared with other Government departments or agencies 
strictly for statistical or research purposes only.  

 
Pupils, as data subjects, have certain rights under the Data Protection Act, including 
a general right of access to personal data held on them, with parents exercising this 
right on their behalf if they are too young to do so themselves. If you wish to access 
the personal data held about your child, then please contact the relevant organisation 
in writing: 
 

- the school at North Park Primary School, Bessemer Green, Spennymoor, 
Durham DL16 6PP; 

- the LA’s Data Protection Officer at The Education Department, County Hall, 
Durham, DH1 5UJ; 

- the QCA’s Data Protection Officer at QCA, 83 Piccadilly, LONDON, W1J 8QA: 
- the DfES’s Data Protection Officer at DfES, Caxton House, Tothill Street, 

LONDON, SW1H 9NA 

 

THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI) ACT 2000 

The Freedom of Information Act requires publicly funded bodies, including schools, to 
be clear about the information they publish.  We have produced a publication scheme 
setting out all the information we publish on a regular basis and where to find it.  Ask 
the school office to let you see the scheme or provide you with a copy free of charge. 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
The school is very happy to share any information about the school and its Policies, 
provided it is not confidential. Copies of the Complaints Policy and the Reports and 
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Minutes of the Governing Body are available at all times in school. Other policies are 
available on request.  

 
What can I do if I have a problem or wish to complain? 

 We work hard to ensure the smooth running of the school, and hope that 
parents feel any issues are dealt with promptly and fairly. If you have a query 
regarding your child please contact the class teacher who will deal with the 
matter promptly, or if unavailable (ie during registration/lesson time) will make 
an appointment to see you.   

 If it is a more serious matter which needs immediate attention then the Head 
Teacher or Deputy Head will listen sympathetically and endeavour to resolve 
your concerns. There is also a School Complaints Procedure available from 
the Head Teacher. 

 

When are the school holidays? 

 

North Park Primary School HOLIDAYS 2017/2018 – other schools may be 
different! 

 

 
Holiday  
 

 
Closing Date 
Last day in school for 
children 

 
Date Re-open for 
Teaching Purposes 

Summer 2017 Friday 21 July 2017 
Wednesday 6

 
September 

2017 

Autumn half-term 2017 Friday 20 October 2017 Monday  27 October 2017 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22 December 2017 Tuesday 9 January 2018 

Spring half-term 2018 Friday 9 February 2018 Monday 19 February 2018 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29 March 2018 Monday 16 April 2018 

May Day 2018 Friday 4 May 2018 Tuesday 8 May 2018 

Summer half-term 2018 Friday 25 May 2018 Monday 4 June 2018 

Summer 2018 Friday 20 July 2018 To be determined 

 

This information is correct at 1
st

 May 2017.  It must not be assumed that there will be no 

change affecting the relevant arrangements during the year.  


