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Year 5 Curriculum Letter – Summer Term 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian,  
        
A warm welcome back to everyone after the Easter holidays. The children are entering their final 
term in Year 5 and as always, we have a very busy term, with lots of things happening.  
 
Literacy 
 
The children will continue to develop their writing skills in a range of areas through different text 
types including poetry, diary entries, persuasive writing and narratives. We will be focussing on the 
poem ‘The Highwayman’ before then completing work around the text ‘Macbeth’, with children 
having the opportunity to create their own short films based on the text later this half term. The 
children will also continue to develop their reading skills, particularly focussing on pace when 
answering a range of different-styled comprehension questions. Please remember how important it 
is to listen to your child read on a regular basis to develop their fluency. Please ensure children 
continue to read at home at least three times a week, and record this in their diary, with any 
comments about their reading and how they have found the texts they’ve read. Please make sure 
that the diaries are brought to school every day, so we can monitor reading. There will be weekly 
checks of your child’s diary and Accelerated Reader quiz scores.   
 
Numeracy 
 
Children will secure their understanding of fractions, decimals and percentages this term. To 
support their work in these areas of maths, it is essential that your child has a good recall of their 
multiplication tables and division facts. Please could you encourage your child to continue to 
improve their recall, using programmes such as TT Rockstars and Mathletics – both programmes 
can be accessed at home using their individual logins. Children are also able to attend the 
Mathletics Club on a Friday after school. Children will continue to develop their arithmetic skills and 
strategies to answer reasoning questions independently.  
  

 
Other work covered this term includes; 
Science: children will be looking at animals, with the focus being on change and how different 
animals, including humans, grow and develop. Later in the term, children will also look at living 
things, with the focus being on plants and how they reproduce.  
History: we will be answering the question, ‘Who was making history in faraway places in the Year 
1000?’ and children will be studying the Mayans, also completing Mayan masks and God’s eyes 
linked to their history topic.  
Geography: children will focus on the question ‘Where does my food come from?’ looking for 
example, at origins of food and trade links. Children will be completing DT work around food and 
nutrition linked to their geography work.  
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ICT skills – Using logical reasoning to explain how algorithms work; to select and use suitable 
software for different tasks; and understand how search results are ranked.  Much of this work will 
be cross curricular and can be supported by activities found on various websites.  
French – revision of key vocabulary and development of speaking and recording skills, with a 
focus on beach scenes.  
RE – What can we learn about the Christian faith through studying lives of northern saints?   
PE – Games and Gymnastics. Your child has PE twice a week – they will attend the South 
Durham Gymnasium at Spennymoor Leisure Centre on a Monday afternoon and will have their 
second lesson of PE, based around Games, on a Thursday afternoon. Please ensure they have a 
full PE kit, including suitable footwear, in school for both of these sessions and any jewellery is 
removed before coming to school.  
 
Homework will be given on a Friday, usually one piece of numeracy and one piece of literacy 
which will aim to consolidate areas of learning already covered in school. Homework is to be 
returned to school by Tuesday.   
 
If you have any concerns or questions about any aspect of your child’s learning, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Mrs Cope 
 
 
 

 

 


