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Year 5 Curriculum Newsletter – Autumn Term 2018 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian,   
        
A warm welcome back to everyone after the summer break – we are sure all the children are ready to work hard in their new class, and 
they have already settled in really quickly! We have a very busy term ahead, with lots of things happening. 
 
Literacy 

The children will be developing their reading and writing skills in a range of areas, including diaries, information texts, arguments, 
letters, newspaper articles, poetry and creative narrative composition. We will also be improving punctuation and sentence writing 
skills, and focus on spelling and handwriting in every piece of written work.   
 
Reading 
Please remember how important it is to listen to your child read on a regular basis – your support with reading makes a huge 

difference to all aspects of your child’s curriculum work, to their confidence in class, and the rate at which they develop their reading 
skills. Your child will bring home an Accelerated Reader book to read and discuss, which they will then quiz back in school. They can 
also read materials you have at home. It would be extremely helpful if you could hear your child read at least three times a week, and 
record this in their diary, with any comments about their reading and how they found the texts they’ve read. Please make sure that the 
diaries are brought to school every day, so we can monitor reading. There will be weekly checks of your child’s diary and Accelerated 

Reader quiz scores.   
 
Numeracy 

We have a special focus on using the four rules in problem solving this year. Your help in practising recall of addition and subtraction 
methods and multiplication tables with your child is vitally important. Children will also be working on developing their skills and 
knowledge of measurement, shape and statistics. Just a reminder that children can use the interactive programmes, Mathletics and TT 
Rockstars, at home, to improve their recall of basic skills further.  
 
Topic  

Our topic for this term is Greece. In History we will be learning about Ancient Greece, exploring how life was and the influence it has 
had. In Geography, the children will develop their understanding of human and physical aspects of geography, with a focus on the 
country of Greece. The children will also be looking at Greek food as part of their learning in DT.  
 
Science 

In Science children will be looking at properties of materials and how materials can change. Children will also be developing their 
enquiry skills through investigations and experiments.  

 
Other work covered this term includes: 
ICT skills – Using logical reasoning to explain how algorithms work; to select and use suitable software for different tasks; and 

understand how search results are ranked.  Much of this work will be cross curricular and can be supported by activities found on 
various websites.  
French – revision of key vocabulary and development of speaking and recording skills, with a focus on school. 
RE – What do Sikhs believe and how are these beliefs expressed?  What are the themes of Christmas? 
PE – Games and dance. Your child has PE twice a week. Please ensure they have a full PE kit, including suitable footwear, in school 

on a Monday. PE kits will be returned home on a Friday.  
 
Homework will consist of regular spellings, where children will have a week to learn a selection for a test on Friday.  They will also 

receive two pieces of homework every week, usually one numeracy and one literacy, to hand in on a Friday. Details of homework will 
be given to the children.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at events this term and at Open Evening when you can discuss your child’s progress. If you have any 
concerns or questions about any aspect of your child’s learning, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Mrs Cope 
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