
          

 
  
 

   

Year 2 Curriculum Newsletter – Autumn Term 2019 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian,   

        

A warm welcome back to everyone after the summer break. The classroom has been filled with stories of what the children 

have been up to over the holidays. 

 

PSHE weeks 

 

The first two weeks are focussed around healthy eating. On Wednesday, we will be having a visit from Chef Sarah and she 

will help us create healthy meals. Also, we will be looking at the eat-well plate, and understanding how to be healthy by eating 

a balanced diet, and looking at hygiene – especially washing those hands! 

 

Literacy 

The children will be developing their writing skills in a range of areas, including character descriptions, story writing, 

information texts and poetry. They will also be improving their punctuation, vocabulary, spelling and sentence structure. The 

children will also begin to learn how to write using the precursive letter formations. The children’s work in Literacy will be 

based around the topic of Pirates. 

 

Reading 

Please remember how important it is to listen to your child read on a regular basis – your support with reading makes 

such a difference to all aspects of your child’s curriculum work, to their confidence in class, and the rate at which they 

develop their reading skills. Your child will bring home books to read and discuss. It would be extremely helpful if you could 

hear your child read at least three times a week, and record this in their diary.  Please make sure that the diaries and books 

are brought to school every day, so we can monitor reading and your child can also read in school. Your child will change their 

reading book at least twice a week -allowing them to read a wide range of text types and develop their fluency. We also have 

themed book bags which children can select from and take home to read; these books are solely for pleasure and are great 

books to share time with your child. 

 

Numeracy 

We will be focusing on number and place value this term; recognising the value of each digit within a number, representing 

numbers in a various ways, ordering, comparing and sequencing numbers. The children will also be developing their addition 

and subtraction skills with numbers up to 100. We will also start to begin to learn the ten times table and it would be really 

helpful if you could practise this with your child at home to improve their speed of recall. There will be a Mathletics club 

afterschool for children who to wish to attend which is aimed to be fun with the added bonus of learning maths. I’ll send out 

details of this club within the next few weeks. 

 

Science 

In science we are looking at healthy eating and growth this term. Next term, we will look at uses of everyday materials and 

in summer, living things and habitats followed by plants. Throughout each topic children will develop their enquiry skills and 

carry out practical work through simple scientific investigations.  

 

Geography 

The children will study the topic of ‘why is my world wonderful?’ this will focus on learning the continents and oceans names 

and locations, and then name some of the famous mountains and rivers and learn basics about their formation. They will also 

learn how to read and create basic maps on local areas. 

 

History 

 

The children will study the topic of ‘Why are some places special?’ this will focus on local places and their importance in our 

past, present and future. There will be specific focus on Durham Cathedral which will include a school trip to learn about its 

importance. 

 

RE 

The children will learn more about the Christian faith and why the Bible is important to Christians. We will also look at the 

life and work of St Cuthbert. This will be explored further on the visit to Durham Cathedral, too. 



 

PE 

The children will have P.E twice a week. The days that P.E is done may vary, so please ensure that your child has a full PE kit 

in school every day, including appropriate footwear, and all jewellery is removed before coming to school.  

 

   Music 

   We will do a lot of listening, singing and experimenting with sound this year. In the autumn term, children will experiment 

     with sounds associated with the weather. They will also learn some sea shanties linked to our topic of ‘Pirates’. 

    

 

     Homework 

Your child will get two pieces of homework every Friday which will be a mixture of maths, literacy and topic work. This is to 

be returned to school on a Tuesday, fully completed. They will also be given spellings on a Friday. Please help your child to 

learn these spellings over the weekend in preparation for a spelling test on Monday. Rewards will be given for homework and 

spellings.  

 

School Trips 

 

School trips are a fantastic way for children to experience the world around them. When they have been booked I will send 

a letter home to you confirming all the relevant details. 

 

Any questions or queries please come and speak to one of us. 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you at events this term and at Open Evening when you can discuss your child’s progress. If you 

have any concerns or questions about any aspect of your child’s learning, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Thank you for 

your support. 

 

Mr Logan, Mrs Alderson, Miss Clark 


