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EYFS Addition 
Early learning goals:  

• Count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order.  

• Say which number is one more than a given number.  

Using quantities and objects, they add two single-digit numbers and count on to find the answer. 

Recognise numbers up to 20 and understand the meaning 
of each number by recognising and knowing their clusters 

Count on in ones and say which number is one more than a 
given number using a number line or number track to 20. 

Begin to relate addition to combining two groups of 
objects using practical resources, role play, stories and 
songs. 

‘Numberblocks’ are introduced to allow children to see the 
formation of each number, as well as the amount of blocks 
each number represents.  Each number has its own song 
and story.  

 
Children will be exposed to lots of different representations 
of numbers, including Numicon. They will begin by counting 
identical objects before moving onto counting objects that 
have slight differences. At the early stage, they are not 
expected to write the numerals but are encouraged to make 
drawings and jottings. 

 
Counting to up to 10:The five frame is used to support 
children in lining up objects to count. It will also support 
children to subitise numbers within 5. They will then be 

Numicon shapes are introduced to: 
 • identify 1 more/less  
• combine pieces to add  
• find number bonds  
• add without counting  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children will line up their groups of objects to make direct 
comparisons. This will give children opportunities to count 
two sets of identical objects and compare them.  

 

e.g. 

-How many ___ are there in this group?      -How many ___ 
are there in this group        -Which group has more? Which 
group has fewer?  

Children can then 
begin to combine 
groups of objects 
using concrete 
apparatus and in 
their outdoor and 
small world areas 

such as counting leaves and pebbles.  



introduced to the 10 frame to help them subitise larger 
quantities and explore the 5-and-a-bit structure and the

 pair structure e.g. 
they will see 6 as five and one more or 3 pairs of 2.  

 
10 frames will also be used when learning number bonds to 
10, counting to 10 (and then 20) alongside other visual 
representations such as bead strings.  

 
 
Part-whole models will be used to explore the number 
bonds which make any given number.  

 
 
Counting to 20 

Children are introduced to numbers up to 20 using the same 
resources used for numbers up to 10.  

 
 
 

 
When playing with construction materials, the children can 
build staircases. The children will be encouraged to look at 
each step and see how many blocks they go up by each 
time.  
 
First, then now 
stories will be used to 
practise adding 
more in real life 
contexts: 

  

They will repeat these activities using non-identical objects  

 

and eventually relate it to the part-whole model e.g.: 

 

 
Construct number sentences verbally or using cards to go 
with practical activities. 
Children are encouraged to read number sentences aloud in 
different ways: 

• “Three add  two equals 5”   

• “5 is equal to three and two”  
• “5 is the same as three and two” 

Children make a record in pictures, words or symbols of 
addition activities.  
Example of songs for counting up to 5: 



 

 

 

EYFS Subtraction 

Early learning goals:  

• Say which number is one less than a given number.  

Using quantities and objects, they subtract two single-digit numbers and count back to find the answer. 

Say which number is one less than a given number using a 
number line or number track to 20. 

Begin to count backwards in familiar contexts such as 
number rhymes or stories. 

Begin to relate subtraction to ‘taking away’ using concrete 
objects and role play. 

Number tracks can be introduced to count back and to find 
one less: 
What is 1 less than 9?  
1 less than 20?  
 

Children will 
use five frames 
to count back.  

 

Concrete apparatus is used to relate subtraction to taking 
away and counting how many objects are left.  
Concrete apparatus models the subtraction of 2 objects 
from a set of 5.  

 
Construct number sentences verbally or using cards to go 
with practical activities.  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
First, then now 
stories will be 
used to 
practise taking 
away in real life 
contexts: 

 
 
 

 

Children are encouraged to read sentences aloud in 
different ways “five subtract one  leaves four” “four is equal 
to five subtract one” “four is the same as five subtract one”  
Solve simple problems using fingers  

 

EYFS Multiplication and Division 

Early learning goals:  

• They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing 

They solve problems, including halving and sharing. 
Use pictorial representations and concrete resources to 
double numbers to 10. 

Use pictorial representations and concrete resources to 
halve numbers to 10. 

Begin to share quantities using practical resources, role 
play, stories and songs. 



 

 
 
  
 
 
The link between 

addition and multiplication can be introduced through 
doubling. Domino and dice fames can be used to do this as 
well as fingers. Representing the even number pair-wise on 
10 frames supports the children to make the link between 
doubling and halving. They can also be used to illustrate the 
odd and even patterns of numbers.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Children will be introduced to halving using real life 
scenarios and objects e.g.: 

 
 
 
“I have got a sandwich to share 
between two people.   
Can you cut the sandwich in half?”  
 
 
Children have a go at recording the calculation that has 
been carried out: e.g. by drawing pictures in groups or by 
arranging concrete apparatus 
 

Once children can confidently have they can explore sharing 
between 3 or 4 people.  
 
Children will be provided with opportunities to share 
quantities into groups fairly e.g. sharing out cards or 
dominoes at the start of a game. 
 

 

 


